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Introduction: Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition!  You have chosen a course that will 
strengthen your ability to read, comprehend, and analyze literature from various literary genres. 
Additionally, you will mature as a writer and refine your ability to identify, analyze and explain various 
literary techniques and forms. Only through active engagement will you gain the tools you need to 
enhance your knowledge and abilities. While demanding, the course rewards immeasurable academic 
content to a life-long reader and writer. Putting course assignments at the top of your list of “things to 
do” demonstrates your commitment to success; consequently, beginning the school year by 
completing these assignments during the summer would be an important first step in realizing that 
success. 
 
Overview: You are asked to read one of the listed novel options and How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor by Thomas C. Foster during the summer months.  The reasoning behind the summer reading 
is to give students exposure to a wider range of literary works necessary to complete the required 
reading for the exam preparation and for the course curriculum.  With each of the works, you will have 
an assignment to complete.  Please do not rely on summaries, movies, or book notes (Spark Notes, 
Cliffs Notes, etc.) for these assignments.  There is never a substitute to reading the texts.   
 

Atonement 

A Thousand Splendid Suns 

A Prayer for Owen Meany 

All the Pretty Horses 

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle 

Oryx and Crake 

Wuthering Heights 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close  

Little Bee  

 

 

Summer Reading – Prose Analysis 



 Divide your novel into fourths.  Use common sense for stopping at chapter breaks instead of 
exactly on the fourth of the novel. 

 Choose two passages for each fourth of the novel.  Passages should be long enough to get an 
idea of the author’s style (solid paragraph to half a page of text):  passages may be written, 
typed, or photocopied.  Do not forget to include the page number. 

 For each passage, discuss/analyze diction, imagery, syntax, selection of detail, figurative 
language, tone, point of view, themes, symbols, characterization, and any other tools the writer 
uses.  In your analysis, discuss what makes each passage representative of the author’s style 
and what makes each passage memorable/significant. Set your analysis up in the format below.  
Be sure that your analysis shows how the author’s style impacts or illuminates the author’s 
purpose for writing.   

 Be sure to discuss a range of stylistic devices within each passage.  Below are some definitions 
to guide your analysis: 

o Theme:  the main idea or message of a literary work.  Theme is a truth about life 
revealed through the literature, written as a complete statement.  Love is not a theme. 
What the author is saying about love is the theme (ex:  Love is a powerful force that 
helps overcome all obstacles). 

o Tone:  the writer’s attitude toward the topic; identify the writer’s tone and any shifts in 
tone that occur; words that describe an author’s tone might include critical, angry, 
sympathetic, caustic, sarcastic, satirical, etc. 

o Diction:  the choice of words the author uses.  You must identify the types of words that 
stand out to you when describing diction (Often several words with a similar effect are 
worth discussion) 

o Syntax:  the structure of a sentence; the arrangement of words in a sentence.  A 
discussion of syntax could include such considerations as the length or brevity of the 
sentences, the kinds of sentences (questions, exclamations, declaratives sentences, 
rhetorical questions- or periodic or loose; simple, complex, or compound). 

o Figurative Language:  the use of words or expressions with a meaning that is different 
from the literal interpretation.  Common types are simile, metaphor, and 
personification. 

 Please see the sample dialectic journal below.  The following example is from Little Bee.  Use 
the sample as a model for your own writing and thinking. 

Quote Context  
(What does the quote say, 

literally?) 

Meaning  
(What is the quote’s overall 

significance or importance to 
the purpose of the novel?) 



 

 
 

How to Read Literature Like a Professor – Select Chapter Assignments 

Read the entirety of the book and complete three (3) of the five (5) assignments below.  Your 
responses should connect to your summer reading novel when appropriate.  These short writing 
assignments will let you practice and develop your literary analysis skills.  Please type these 
assignments. 

Introduction: How’d He Do That? 
How do memory, symbol, and pattern affect the reading of literature? How does the recognition of 
patterns make it easier to read complicated literature? Discuss how your summer reading novel is 
enhanced by understanding symbol or pattern. 

Chapter 1:  Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It's Not)  
List the five aspects of the QUEST and then apply them to your summer reading novel in the form used 
on pages 3-5. 

“Most days I wish I was a 
British pound coin instead of 
an African girl. Everyone would 
be pleased to see me coming. 
Maybe I would visit with you 
for the weekend and then 
suddenly, because I am fickle 
like that, I would visit with the 
man from the corner shop 
instead but you would not be 
sad because you would be 
eating a cinnamon bun, or 
drinking a cold Coca-Cola from 
the can, and you would never 
think of me again. We would 
be happy, like lovers who met 
on holiday and forgot each 
other’s names.” (1) 

In this opening quote, the 
character says that she 
wishes she were a British 
pound coin instead of an 
African girl so that people 
would be happy to see her, 
and that she could visit with 
the reader and bring the 
reader ephemeral and 
material happiness.  She says 
that if she were money, she 
and the reader could have a 
brief, happy, and yet 
careless/meaningless 
encounter. 

This passage is important 
because it introduces us to the 
narrator, who incorporates the 
use of the second person 
perspective to engage the 
reader in her story.  The 
narrator, an African girl, uses an 
extended metaphor to 
hypothetically compare herself 
to a British pound coin.  Through 
this comparison and the 
personification of the coin, she 
implies that she is envious of the 
coin’s mobility, frivolity, and its 
ability to bring ephemeral 
happiness to those who 
encounter it. Her yearning for 
these qualities introduces the 
idea that as an African girl, she 
feels powerless, worthless, and 
unwanted. 



Chapter 12:  Is That a Symbol? 
Read “Araby” (http://www.classicshorts.com/stories/araby.html) and investigate the symbolism of the 
fence in “Araby.”  (Mangan’s sister stands behind it.) 

Chapter 13:   It's All Political 
Assume that Foster is right and “it is all political.” Use his criteria to show that your summer reading 
novel is political. 

Chapter 19:  Geography Matters... 
Discuss at least four different aspects of your summer reading novel that Foster would classify under 
“geography.” 
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